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Letter from the President :  
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Dear Sisters and Community Members: 
 
It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter 
for the winter 2015 Pink Inc. Newsletter. Of 
course, I write with pride as the president of the 
local chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated.  However, I write with sadness as 
this is my last newsletter as the president.  I have 
served in this capacity for four years, beginning 
January 2012 and ending December 2015.  It has 
truly been my pleasure to serve the chapter and 
subsequently the communities of Champaign, 
Urbana, Savoy and Danville during this time. 
 
As I reflect, I am proud of the programs and ac-
tivities that were accomplished during my ten-
ure. In the last few months, we have hosted several noteworthy programs that 
will be discussed in this edition of our newsletter.  In September, we hosted one 
of our most successful Pink Panache` Scholarship fundraisers since its inception. 
In addition to raising money to give to area young women who plan for advanced 
educational training, we honored five community organizations or individuals 
who exemplify the sorority’s international programs.  The chapter also recon-
vened the ASCEND Program in both Champaign/ Urbana and Danville communi-
ties, taking students for an HBCU Fair in Danville as one of their enrichment op-
portunities. Members of the chapter will end the year, donating seasonal wraps 
and Angel Tree gifts to children in the respective communities.   
 
I humbly thank the women of Epsilon Epsilon Omega Chapter for the opportunity 
to serve.  Through my working with the women of this beloved organization and 
with representatives from other community entities, I continued to be impressed 
by the dedication and devotion of servant leaders who only want the best for 
their fellow woman, man and / or child.  From hosting a dinner for the women of 
the SAFE House for our MLK Day of Service, to the Presidential Debate Watch 
Party in 2012 to RIF Book Distributions to the School Board Election Candidates’ 
Forums of 2015, EEOmega Chapter has tried to demonstrate the importance of 
being politically active and engaged in one’s community. Thank you for your sup-
port of our communities, for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s efforts and for my 
leadership. 
 
With love and respect, 
Murial D. Jones 
Outgoing President 
 
 

President: Mur ial Jones                                 

Vice-President : JoAnn Archey 

Secretary:  Rafiqah Mustafaa  

Corresponding Secretary:           

Dionne Webster  

Treasurer: Asia Fuller -Hamilton  

Financial Secretary: Tia Butler   

Hostess: Leola Davis 

Sergeant at Arms: Diane Pye 

Publicity: Rafiqah Mustafaa and 

Kimberly Shine 

Historian: Patr icia McKinney 

Lewis 

Graduate Advisors: Kaamilyah 

Abdullah-Span and Jolynn Caroline                          

Membership: JoAnn Archey and 

Tia Butler  

Standards/Protocol: Alice Payne 

and Dionne Webster 

Chaplain: JoAnn Archey 

 
  

Chapter Officers 
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Epsilon Epsilon Omega Year in Review 

February 15: EEOmega Sisters welcome 

guests at the Go Red for Heart Health 

community health Fair! 

March 14: EEOmega and Gamma Chapter Sisters celebrate 

AKA’s Founders! 

February 25: Reading is Fundamental Book Dis-

tribution and Read-In at the Don Moyer Boys 

and Girls Club 

March 7: Danville School Board Candidates’ Forum 

April 9: EEOmega members cele-

brate EEOmega’s Charter members! 

April 11: NAMI Impact Day May 2015: AKA Day at the Capitol 

June 6: End-of-Year Celebration for AS-

CEND scholars 

October 15: Members of Epsilon Epsilon Omega partici-

pate in the HBCU fair at Danville High School. 

September  12: Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s 

October: Volunteering at St. Luke CME 

Church Food Pantry 

December: Members of EEOmega deliver 

Angel Tree gifts to MLK School 

December 12: EEOmega sisters paint at the Art 

Party Studio in Urbana 
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 Sister Alice L. Payne has been a dedicated member of Alpha 

Kappa Alpha, Sorority, Inc. for 39 years of uninterrupted service.  

Sister Payne has served Alpha Kappa Alpha in a variety of positions; 

she has been chapter president, treasurer, and chairman of the fol-

lowing committees: standards, protocol, and scholarship. When 

asked about her decision to join Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 

Sister Payne passionately stated, “Alpha Kappa Alpha is in my 

blood. My mom and aunts are AKA’s. I never thought of being any-

thing else but an AKA.”  

 

 Sister Payne’s work in Alpha Kappa Alpha began when she 

was eight years old. Her mother, a Golden Soror, used to have sorority meetings in the family’s 

home in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Sister Payne, the only girl of six children, wore a pink dress during 

chapter meetings and assisted wherever she was needed. One of Sister Payne’s most memorable ex-

periences as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is when her mother pinned her as a 

member of Alpha Mu Omega on October 31, 1976. The same distinguished women that sponsored 

Sister Payne’s mother sponsored her in 1976.  Sister Payne was an active member of Alpha Mu Ome-

ga for 31 years until she joined Epsilon Epsilon Omega in 2007. Traveling with her mother to Boules 

in Dallas, Boston, Detroit, and New Orleans are among Sister Payne’s fondest memories of being an 

AKA over her past 39 years of service.  

 

 Sister Payne graduated from Tennessee State University (TSU), a historically Black university, 

in December 1971 with a major in Elementary Education and minor in History & Geography. 

“Attending an HBCU school instilled in me a sense of pride and awareness of who I am and what I 

was capable of accomplishing in life. After TSU, which was tough and no nonsense, I found getting 

my Masters Degree in Elementary Education with a minor in Special Education from Indiana Uni-

versity, and a Masters Degree in Educational Administration from Illinois State University easy. TSU 

prepared me in such a way that I knew I couldn't fail in whatever I strived for, professionally and 

personally.”  

Sister Spotlight: Sister Alice Payne 
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 Sister Payne began her educational career in Indianapolis Public Schools as a third grade 

teacher. She moved to Danville, Illinois in 1974 to teach fourth grade at Daniel School for six years. 

When upper elementary grades were moved to the middle school level, she left Daniel School to teach 

at Southview Middle School. Ms. Payne taught at Southview Middle School for 15 years; she taught 

6th and 7th grade language arts, social studies, and math during her 15 years there. In 1995, she left 

the classroom to enter into administration. She was a school administrator in Danville School District 

#118 for 14 years.  She received numerous awards for her stellar work as a building administrator. 

Some of the awards she received include:  an award from the State of Illinois House of  Representa-

tives 95th General Assembly for her school improvement strategies as principal at Meade Park and 

Cannon Elementary School, and recognition from the Illinois State Board of Education for her disci-

plined work ethic, willingness to innovate and proficient leadership within Danville School District 

#118 and her dedication to the children of the State of Illinois.  

 

 After 37 years of service in public schools, Ms. Payne retired in 2009. Her retirement provided 

her with more time to serve the community in Danville, Illinois. She received an award from Blacks in 

Government (BIG) in recognition and appreciation for her outstanding service to the Danville com-

munity. Sister Payne also received the Volunteer Wall of Fame award from The Laura  Lee Fellowship 

House Board of Directors for her outstanding service at The Laura Lee Fellowship House in Danville, 

Il.  

 

 The following quote from Sister Alice L. Payne, summarizes her life as a dedicated educator, 

community member, and active member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated: “Being an AKA 

means everything. I grew up with them, understanding the meaning of service to mankind before self 

and strive daily to emulate what our founders believed and did.”  

Sister Spotlight, cont. 
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Epsilon Epsilon Omega held its annual scholarship benefit, Pink Panache, on 

Friday September 11, 2015. The event was held at the I-Hotel and Conference 

Center in Champaign, IL. The event had over 250 attendees which included 

local community members and visitors who gave their time 

and money to support graduating high school seniors in the 

Champaign, Urbana, and Danville communities. Sorors in the 

Epsilon Epsilon Omega chapter are truly appreciative! 

 

The night began with a chapter presentation which included 

members of Epsilon Epsilon Omega “strolling” to a song cele-

brating the sorority. In addition, members of the chapter in-

vited other members of the sorority who were in attendance to join them in 

singing the sorority’s national song. Chapter members introduced attendees to 

the event with a series of remarks and then attendees were invited to enjoy the 

buffet dinner as the program continued.  

2015 Pink Panache 
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 The highlight of the night was the Winding Ivy Awards that the chapter awarded to local com-

munity members for their continued service and contributions. The awards were named based on Al-

pha Kappa Alpha’s International Program Targets (Educational Enrichment, Health Promotion, Fami-

ly Strengthening, Environmental Ownership), and one additional award was given—the Epsilon Epsi-

lon Omega Living Legacy Award. Attendees for the awards were as follows: 

 

 Educational Enrichment: Janice Mitchell, Director of Urbana Neighborhood Con-

nections Center 

 Health Promotion: Church of the Living God, Love Clinic and Health and Wellness 

Clinic 

 Family Strengthening: St. Luke CME Church Food Pantry 

 Environmental Ownership: Douglas Annex Senior Group, Champaign Park District  

 Epsilon Epsilon Omega Living Legacy: Hester Nelson Suggs, Current Epsilon Epsilon 

Omega Member and Former Chapter President. 

 

 The night ended with music and dancing to celebrate the accomplishments of the awardees 

and the scholarship recipients . The event was a great success and members of Epsilon Epsilon Omega 

look forward to the 2016 Pink Panache!  

 

2015 Scholarship Recipients: 

 

Centennial High School: Talaysia Herman, Shameem Razack, Augustina Sayon, Krishna 

Shaffer, Ranijah Wright 

 

Central High School: Imani Maatuku 

 

Danville High School: Emone Davis, Tierra Dixon, Michaela Jones, Kenya Love, Alexis Sim-

mons 

 

2015 Pink Panache, cont. 
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 Epsilon Epsilon Omega held its annual leader-
ship retreat on Saturday, November 21, 2015 at the 
Bruce Nesbitt African American Cultural Center.  The 
retreat was filled with thought provoking and pro-
ductive conversations about what leadership is, and 
how to be a better leader. Members of the chapter 
discussed the following key points about being a 
leader from Dale Carnegie’s Golden Book: 

 Begin with praise and honest appreciation.  

 Call attention to people’s mistakes indi-
rectly.  

 Talk about your own mistakes before criti-
cizing the other person 

 Ask questions instead of giving direct or-
ders 

 Let the other person save face. 

 Praise the slightest improvement and 
praise every improvement. Be “hearty in 
your approbation and lavish in your 
praise.” 

 Give the other person a fine reputation to 
live up to. 

 Use encouragement. Make the fault seem 
easy to correct. 

 Make the other person happy about doing 

the thing you suggest.  

Epsilon Epsilon Omega  

Leadership Retreat 



8  

Pink Inc, 2015, Volume 3 

 Epsilon Epsilon Omega members also participated in team building activities, individual and 

chapter goal-setting discussions, a dialogue about Alpha Kappa Alpha’s guiding principles, and creat-

ed an outline to move forward with Epsilon Epsilon Omega’s three-year strategic plan.  The retreat 

participants reflected on the programs the chapter implemented in 2015, and the programs we will 

implement in the future as a part of the sorority’s 2014-2018 International Program: Launching New 

Dimensions of Service. The program has five target areas: Educational Enrichment, Health Promo-

tion, Family Strengthening, Environmental Ownership, and Global Impact.  The overarching theme of 

the leadership retreat was how Epsilon Epsilon Omega members can work together to carry out the 

mission of Alpha Kappa Alpha: “Service to All Mankind.”  

 

 Epsilon Epsilon Omega members ended the retreat with a tea ceremony at the Japan House. 

This was an excellent culminating activity that not only taught members about the history of Japanese 

Tea Ceremonies; it also gave members time to individually reflect on the day’s activities in a relaxing 

and calming environment.  

Leadership Retreat, cont. 
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Central Regional Director Kathy A.  

Walker-Steele 

AKA Fact for You:  

Epsilon Epsilon Omega  

in the Central Region 

 

Epsilon Epsilon Omega is a part of the Central Region of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated. The sorority 

is organized into ten regions (North Atlantic, Mid-

Atlantic, South Atlantic, Great Lakes, South Eastern, 

South Central, Central, Mid-Western, Far Western, and 

International). The rationale for these regions is to en-

sure that members can serve communities across the 

United States and around the world. The Central Region, 

established in 1919, is made up of chapters from Wiscon-

sin, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, St. Louis and Cape 

Girardeau, Montana, Minnesota, North Dakota, and 

South Dakota. For more information about the Central 

Region, please visit its website at: http://

www.akacentral.org/index.php/en/#. 

Good News! 

 

  Glenetta Duren-Glass’ Non-Profit organization, Excel Development Group: Empowering Commu-
nities Upward has received 501(c) (3) status. The core values of the Excel Development Group are:   

 
 We believe that children should be able to have a safe environment to learn, develop, and 

achieve their highest potential.  
 
 We value opportunities for youth to engage in sports, educational, cultural, and community 

programs which will build confidence and self-esteem.  
 
 We believe that community involvement is vital to the overall success of young adults. 

 
 Ms. Glass humbly stated, “As the Founder/President of Excel Development Group, serving in 
 such an inspiring community is a privilege and a commitment that I do not take lightly. I look 
 forward to Excel Development Group working with the communities of Hopkins Park and Pem-
 broke Township. Together we can accomplish great things.”  
 
 Epsilon Epsilon Omega members joined the Glamorous Gamma Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-

rority, Incorporated in welcoming 12 new members into the sorority on Sunday, November 15, 2015. 
Epsilon Epsilon Omega members are looking forward to mentoring and working alongside our new-
est sorority members. 
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Upcoming Programs 

and Events 

 

 

 

*Please visit  our chapter web-

site calendar for program and 

event details 

 

Website: akaeeomega.org 

Email: 

akaeeomega@gmail.com 

Mailing:  
Epsilon Epsilon Omega Chap-

ter 
P.O. Box 971, Champaign, IL 

61824 
 

Facebook:  
Epsilon Epsilon Omega  

Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
 

Twitter: eeomegaaka 
 

Instagram: eeomegaaka 

Good News & Announcements 

Good News, Cont. 
 
The Fall 2014 initiates of Epsilon Epsilon Omega, celebrated their first AKAver-
sary on November 23, 2015 by reminiscing about all of the service projects they 
participated in during their first year as pearls dedicated to service; and, dis-
cussing their plans to continue to be a “Service to All Mankind.”  
 
Nameka Bates was awarded the Divine Woman of the Year Award by the Zeta Xi 
Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. on Saturday, December 5, 
2015 at the Jewels Gala for her outstanding involvement and achievement in the 
Champaign-Urbana community.  
 

Spiritual Support 

 

It is easy to become overwhelmed and filled with worry thinking about all of 

the turmoil and strife that is going on in our world today.  The December 4, 

2015 Our Daily Bread devotional provides us with excellent spiritual support.  

 

Do not fret because of those who are evil. 

Psalm 37:1 

 

Trying to stay aware of current events has its downside because bad news 

sells better than good news. It’s easy to become overly concerned about the 

criminal acts of individuals, crowds, or governments over whom we have no 

control. 

 

Psalm 37 gives perspective to the daily news. David begins by saying, “Do not 

fret because of those who are evil.” Then he proceeds to outline for us some 

alternatives to becoming overly anxious. In essence, David suggests a better 

way of thinking about negative news in our world. 

 

What would happen if, instead of worrying about events beyond our control, 

we chose to trust in the Lord? Wouldn’t we be better off to “take delight in 

the Lord” rather than fret without limits? Imagine the freedom from worry we 

could have if we would “commit [our] way to the Lord.”  And how calm we 

could be by learning to “be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him”!  

 

News of trouble we cannot change offers us an opportunity to set boundaries 

for our concerns. As we trust God, commit our ways to Him, and rest in Him, 

our outlook brightens. The struggles and trials may not disappear, but we will 

discover that He gives us His peace in the midst of them. 

January 18 MLK Day of Service 

February 5 Pink Goes Red for 

Heart Health 

May 21 AKA 1908 Playground 

  


